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OFF ICE OF GEN:R AL
General Counsel
Federal Election Commission

999 E Street, NW
Washington, DC 20463 MUR # (024‘}
December 11, 2008

Eric Hensal

Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Duncan,

1 write to inform the FEC of a violation of 2 U.S.C. $S ¢4/e(a)(I)(a) and 2 U.S.C. 44le(a)2 in & local
election held in Montgomery County Maryland in 2008. Nancy Navarro, Montgomery County MD, County
Councilmember and the Maryland campaign commiitee Friends of Nancy Navarro, solicited and sccepted a
donstion of web design services from & Venezuelan business in 2008.

The explanation for this transaction is made by their attorney, David Moon, in the attached document. |
believe be has demonstrated that the campaign treated this contribution of work done for the campaign as
an in-kind contribution, having the same value as cash. | also belicve the State of Maryland campaign

finance law requires that this contribution be treated as the same as cash, which 2 U.S.C. SS 441¢ forbids as
a contribution from a foreign busincss.

In the spring of 2008, Nancy Navarro campaigned in a special election for the District 4 seat on
Montgomery Maryland Council. In the State of Maryland financial disclosures, filed on 5/24 in connection
with this election, Ms. Navarro listed an April 28, $1,000 in-kind contribution from a Venezuelan web
design firm, Infomanagas.

The Navarro campaign reported the transaction in accordance with state law regarding in-kind doaations of
professional services. As described in Maryland's Summary Guide to Campaign Finance,
(www.clections.state. md.us/summary_guide/ag_07.htmi#2).

"74 In-Kiad Contributions

An in-kind contribution includes any thing of value (except money). ... Services provided to a
campaign con also be considered an in-kind contribution if the type of service is one that the

person normally charges for providing. “

Maryland law does require that the market value of Mr. Astudillo donated web services be recorded as an
WmmthWMMmmmmuthmm
There is a clear valuation of the work donated by Infomanagas to Ms. Navarro's campaign, recognized in its
own May 2008 disclosure filing. mWHmcmhmmlybymﬁlh;de
disclosure report, as Mr. Moon suggests.

Ms. Navarro also solicited as well as received the contribution. Web sites are complicated projects. Much
of the content is provided to web designers by the campaign. An ongoing exchange between Ms. Navarro,
Friends of Nancy Navarro staff, and Mr. Astudillo was required to compiete the donated campaign web
site.

In short, Ms. Navarro and Friends of Nancy Navarro knowingly solicited and accepted a donstion of a
completed campaign web site from Mr. Astudillo, a foreign national, residing in Venezuela.
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Thank you for your time and sttention to this matter. Please contact me at your convenience at |

A

Enc:

ands of Nancy Navarro Commma information
tc contn

Home page from donated nancynavamo.org web site.

"swmmmmmufmmeﬁu [ day of December, 2009.
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Candidates Search | Maryland Elections Center http://www.mdelections.org/campaign-finance/can...
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Campaign Finance

The campeign finence search will aliow you lo look ol general overviews of contributions snd expendiiures by issue and candidale commitiess, sistes,
ond parties. You can giso view information regesding the coniiibutions mede by individusls, PACs, and organizetions. For mame spaciiic searches you
can use the Advanced Sessch page fo narrow your search by epecific crileria. For finance reports submiited by & commities, 8¢ well as the leadership
ond conisact informetion for thet commities, click on “Detalled Committes information” after your search.

Search by Candidate Resulls
Navarro, Nancy Friends Of
Dale Esteblished: 0N20/2008 Sintus: Opsn
Jwisdiction: SBE
Aocound type: Candidete Committes Account Authorized
Sponacred by:
Purpose:
Candidatals)
Name Role Address
Navarro-Laurent, Nancy Coromoto  Candidete P.'?‘.". :u:,u'u"
Officers
Currant Treasurer Chalrman
Figusredo, Marla Moreno, Reymond
304 81 Lawvence Drive, Siiver 07 Burnt Creat Lans, Siiver Spring.
Spring. MD, 20001 MD, 20000
St dute: OBY14/2000 St dale: 0N 1072008
Former Tressurer Chalrman
Busuiny, Cluintopher
P.O. Box 10847, Siver Spring, MD,
200140047
Start date: CN20/2000 Samitz, Lurs
End dale: 112872008 P.0. Box 10047, Siver Spring, MD,
20140047
Baiiz, Larn St dabe: 02012008
P.O. Box 10047, Siver Spring, MD, End dets; 0310008
20004
Start date: 0N 10/2000
End date: 077252000

12/07/2009 05:28 AM
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Advanced Search | Maryland Elections Center http://www.mdelections.org/campaign-finance/adv...
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Home Veter Poll Cumpsign  Abssntsa/Previsionsl GOetinvelved D Siate Board GCanter for Amarican
Reglsirstion Locallons Finanes Batiel Statwe in Bostions of Elsctions Poliics snd Cliitzsnship

Campaign Finance

The campsign finance search will sliow you 10 iook at genersi overviews of coniringions and expandikwes by issus and candidate commitiess, sisies,
and partiss. You can aiso view informetion regarnding the contributions made by individusis, PACs, and organizations. For more specific ssarches you

can use the Advanced Sssrch page lo namow your sesrch by specific criteria. For finance reports submitied by 8 commities, a8 well as the lsadership
and contract information for thet committes, ciick on "Detslled Conwnittes Informetion” sfler your sesrch.
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Sesrch for specific campeign finence dets by designing your own dutsbane query.

Your sesrch identified 1 contributions. — Grasle & sprendebest
Tetal conbibution amourt is $1.000.08
The maxinum contribution s 100000
The miskmsm contribution is SL80.00

Plesse by saarching saing @ifierent aramelers
Candideies Account Coniribulor Nemse{Address) Amout  Dale Conbsixtion Type
Recaved

Nevamro, Nancy Friends Of  Infomonages $1,000.00 OV3W2008  Other Income
{La Libertad, No 11 Maturin, Remasks: Web page
Manages. . )
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Nancy Navarro for County Council, District 4
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By Authority:
Friends of Nancy

Laurs Bomitz,

i supportl

Our campaign for the Districc 4 County
Council seat was an amazing effort and a very
productive experience. We succeeded In
cesting an unprecedented cosiition of
diverse stakeholders who shared one common
bellef: a beilef that Montgomery County can
and will continue to be a strong County,
whera all its residents can thrive and
experience the best quaiity of iife.

We came very close to winning the election.
In reslity we were quite victorious because
we have been energized and have continued
to work towards our vision. There Is so much
work to do, and through authentic
collaboration we are achieving great things,

groups, and business partners.
It is a new day in Montgomery
County; businass as usual is a
thing of the pest.

We wiil continue to move
forward with resoive and hope
In our future. Stay tuned and
let’s continue the work, itis
worth It

Best regards,
Noncy Navarro

Hrapucrl)

http://www.nancynavarro.org/archive/
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